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JEFIFETE: Against the Current
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In recent years, several leaders of the Cadre
School of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) have
published papers to discuss political institutional
reform and proposed the advancement of people’s
democracy through party democracy. The papers were
published in the CCP organ Qiu Shi, and they can be
seen as paving the way for the Fourth Plenary Session
of the Central Committee of the CCP this autumn.

The Deputy President of the CCP Cadre School,
Wang Weiguang, said in No.11 of this year’s Qiu Shi
that there is a need for deepening the reform of the
economic, social management and political institutions
so that there can be guarantee for harmonious
development. The essay started with pointing out five
areas of ‘“relative imbalance” between current
economic development and:

1. social enterprises in the areas of public education,
health and sanitation, scientific innovations, cultural
enterprises, social aid, social security, and handling of
social crises;

2. income distribution, in that the income
discrepancies o f urban and rural p opulations and also
between different regions and occupations are big;

3. expansion of employment, that the Chinese labour
force is 890 million, bigger than the sum total of
developed countries. During the tenth Five Year Plan,
the new increase of labour force every year is 10
million, the redundant staff from state owned
enterprises is 10 million, and in addition, almost 150
million rural surplus labour require jobs; the supply of
labour is far greater than the demand;

4. overall human development, in particular, in some
places, the safety of workers is neglected, and serious
hazards happen;

5. institutional innovation; political institution and
socialist democracy urgently requires strengthening;
the Party’s mode of leadership and exercise of power
requires further reform; the government’s functions and
the administration require transformation; the
government’s capacity for macro readjustment and
management, especially the handling of social crises,
need to be enhanced; the personnel system requires
serious reform; integrity and honesty of the Party and
monitoring of power require stepping up.

To deal with the above shortcomings or problems,
the paper proposed a long series of reforms including
deepening of political reform, improvement of the
People’s Congress, multi-party cooperation under the
leadership of the CCP, grassroots democracy,
democratization of policy-making, setting up of an
honest, non-corrupt administration, strengthening the
legal system, etc.
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CHINA

How to reform the political institution and party democracy?
Zhang Kai

From the essay, one can see that there exist
serious problems in today’s China, and there is pressure
for reform in all arecas. Although the essay cannot
possibly go as far as proposing revolution instead of
reform of the existing bureaucratic system, the
problems listed reflect the anxieties of the ruling bloc.
The CCP has not avoided disclosing their concern. For
example, in April this year, the government sent
guidelines to the media and government institutions to
be strictly vigilant against Nine Factors of Instability,
which included the demand to rehabilitate June Fourth,
Falungong, terrorists fighting for minority rule, unrest
caused by laid-off workers; urban residents losing their
homes and rural farmers losing land, and graduates
unable to find a job. Also included are the electoral
victory of Chen Shuibian o f T aiwanese 1 ndependence
movement, the demand for democracy in Hong Kong,
rumours spread through the internet, foreign forces
infiltrating into China with religion, and bourgeois
liberalization. (See Wen Hui Pao 4 Yune 2004) There
are also other issues to be worried about, such as the
strife  between different territorial interests. The
Singapore Channel Times reported that at the Political
bureau meeting, the Secretary of the Shanghai
Municipal Committee, Chen Liangyu, accused the
Party Central’s macro readjustment as damaging the
economic development of the coastal regions.

The pressure from the people for democracy is
reflected in the opinions expressed by people within the
Party. In Qiu Shi, No.12 of 2003, the essay “Furthering
popular democracy through Party democracy”, the
writers were Yin Xiaoying, Deputy Dean of the Central
Socialist Science Academy, and Li Qinghua, Ph.D.
candidate of the Central Party Cadre School. The essay
said, “now, the waves of political democratization are
sweeping the world, and the clashes, comparisons and
competition among various values, political cultures
and political paradigms have posed challenges to our
Party. From the frustrations of the world socialist
movement, to the lessons of some old parties one after
the other losing their ruling power, we should learn that
it is a dead end if we do not develop the economy and
improve the people’s livelihood, and it is also a dead
end if we do not reform the political institution and
practice party democracy and popular democracy.
Hence, putting a lot of effort into furthering party
democracy and popular democracy is direly urgent for

the Party.”

According to Yin Xiaoying, on the question of
Party democracy, one issue most resented by CCP
members is the appointment of cadres. Although the
rules prescribe election, there are many interventions,

such as arranging for someone to stand in the election
but lobbying for others to not vote for him; the
“candidate” does this in exchange for a better job
arrangement. No need to mention the idea of CCP
members having any say in the drafting of Party
political line or policies, or monitoring of the leaders in
the hierarchy.

Yin Xiaoying, when interviewed by the Finance
and Economy magazine, said, “as Deng Xiaoping
pointed out in 1980, all powers are concentrated in the
Party. Under the Party’s slogan of ‘monolithic
leadership’, the Party replaces the government in its
responsibilities, and the Party takes up many tasks that
it should not take up or is not capable or competent in
taking up, and this affects the Party’s own development
as well as the government’s rule and democratic
development. We are not experienced, and we learned
from the Soviet model. Organizationally, we have the
unitary and comprehensive nomenclature system, and
cadres that should have been elected are in fact
appointed.”

While Yin Xiaoying proposed the separation of
CCP and government functions, and reiterated that this

" was what Deng Xiaoping had proposed in 1980, she

could not give any recipe for its realization since power
is so concentrated in the CCP, so not even Deng
Xiaoping making the proposal over 20 years ago could
have this practiced. Still, such views openly articulated
in the CCP organ reflect the acuteness of the problems
confronting the CCP today. Only with the end of the
CCP’s one-party dictatorship can there be
democratization, for the Chinese people to enjoy
genuine democratic rights and freedoms, and for CCP
members to enjoy democracy within the party.

20 July 2004
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