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Resistances of villagers of Shantou City in China
Zhang Kai

Whilst the Chinese Communist Party is stressing the
need to build a society of harmony, many incidents
indicate serious disharmony. One manifestation is the
clashes in interest between local cadres and the masses.
The land issue stands out as a major issue. The homes
of local residents are demolished, or the farmland is
appropriated, and then the land is sold at a high price to
developers, with little compensation for the residents or
peasants. Grievances lead to protests and resistances.

In Shantou City in Guangdong Province, unrest
again broke out during the week of May 1, 2007.
Villagers of Guyao Township, Chaoyang District
suspected the rural cadres of corruption in the land
deals, and organized squads to assault the homes of
cadres, rob their household items, and destroy police
cars. (Hong Kong Ming Pao, May 8) The unrest
continued for a week, and spread to Tongyu Township
in the vicinity. Several hundred villagers besieged the
village administration building and a factory, and
demanded the removal of the factory. Illegal land deals
in the village are rampant; 60-70% of the farmland has
been sold to factory owners to build factories, and some

peasants have not got any compensation. Villagers
claimed that it was general knowledge that every
village party secretary had amassed tens of millions of
fortune.

The authorities have adopted a restrained attitude in
order to calm things down. Two village cadres were on
the wanted list, but they had both disappeared.

The incident shows that firstly, even if the party
central authorities issue many resolutions and orders to
discipline corrupt cadres, corruption is still rampant in
the local. This is induced by the bureaucracy. Anti-
corruption resolutions are mere empty words on paper.
Secondly, the administration’s work report also stresses
the need to defend the people’s livelihood and prevent
illegal occupation of land, and yet the illegalities are
happening everywhere. Thirdly, the Right to Property
Bill was adopted by the National People’s Congress in
March 2007, yet the right to property of villagers and
urban ordinary folk is not protected from the violations
of big industrial and commercial interests. This is
probably the characteristics of Chinese capitalism.

May 14, 2007

Riots against birth control in Bobai County, Guangxi Province
Zhang Kai

Upsurges in Shantou City in Guangdong Province
occurred in the first week of May 2007. Within ten
days, riots erupted in 8 villagers in Bobai County in the
neighbouring province of Guangxi, where villagers
broke into the government buildings and burnt things
down, and even beat to death some officials in charge
of birth control.

The incident originated with a birth control
conference in Guangxi Province early this year. Bobai
County was named as seriously problematic in
excessive births, and the authorities were ordered to
redress the problem. Hence, the Bobai authorities
issued 28 birth control policies this year, stressing that
“iron-like resolution, means and discipline” will be
imposed against birth control violators.

Some measures included: out of quota births
after 1980 have to pay a fine of 10,000 to 70,000 yuan
(USD1=7.5 yuan), regardless of whether they have
previously paid any fines. Those who cannot pay will
have their household items removed and pigs and
poultry seized; household items not worth anything
would be smashed. All government officials are given a
quota of completing one case of contraception
operation on a woman and collection of a fine of 500

yuan before the end of August. (Wen Hui Pao May 22,
23) When the local cadres implement the policies with
force, it induced serious resentment and rage of the
villagers. It is reported that tens of thousands of people
rioted.

When social disparities are serious, and
peasants are already leading a difficult life, the further
extortion of money from the peasants by the local
authorities drives peasants to rioting. In Bobai, faced
with the riots, the government on the one hand
dispatched the military troops, and on the other hand
suspended the fines.

Such measures of greed and indifference from
the authorities have intensified the tensions between the
government and the people. The Bobai riot is only one
among many, and made visible because of media
reports. According to the government statistics, from
1994 to 2004, within a decade, mass unrest incidents
have risen from 10,000 cases to 74,000 cases, which is
an annual increase of 22.2%. The number of people
involved has risen from 730,000 man-times to 3.76
million man-times, which is an annual increase of
17.8%. This is the state of “harmony” in today’s China.

May 28, 2007
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