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Continue to struggle for China’s democracy and human rights

—- 20" anniversary of the 1989 Movement for Democracy

October Review

The 1989 great movement launched by students,
workers and citizens for democracy, freedom and human
rights, and against corruption and bureaucracy was brutally
repressed by the ruling bureaucracy. However, over the last
20 years, the objectives of the 1989 movement for democracy
have. demonstrated that they are valid and necessary for
Chinese society. The resumption of the ruling might of the
bureaucracy has guaranteed it more arbitrariness and ardour
in depriving the people of their democratic rights, and in
pursing corruption and graft. The restoration of capitalism in
China is being carried out through a collusion of power and
money; a large section of communist party cadres have
legally appropriated public wealth and turned into upstarts,
while capitalists have gained access to the ruling party, which
is degerierating into a bourgeois party, and has even discarded
its previous camouflage rhetoric of upholding “socialism”
and “vanguard of proletariat”. The slogan of “Mr
Democracy” from the May 4 Movement of 1919 has still not
secured its ground in China after 60 years of so-called New
China.

On the other hand, Chinese society suffers from more
differentiation and polarization. Former welfare securities
have mostly been scrapped, and new medical and educational
services are expensive, adding to the burden of the majority
of the The

under-employment grows, collusion between political

people. threat of unemployment and
officials and capitalists strengthens, and abuses are rampant.
The struggles also accelerate on the seizure or occupation of
urban and rural land, and this is particularly serious for
peasants since their direct livelihood is made insecure. The
agrarian issues continue to be most grave.

Such adverse policies from the state have deepened the
grievances and anger of the people in the lower social strata.

With social contradictions growing more and more acute,

more protests and revolts have taken place. In recent years,
statistics have shown that people’s resistances have been
growing; in 2007 alone, there were 100,000 incidents of
social unrest, and over 400,000 incidents of labour disputes.
Indeed, the more repressive the regime, the more resistances
there are.

Society advances with the persistence of struggles of
the people all over the world fighting for democracy, freedom
and livelihood. The advance of technology also enables more
weapons such as the internet to be deployed by the people in
their struggles. For example, exposures of injustice and calls
for action are often circulated on the internet. It is no longer
possible for the ruling autocracy to continue with extreme,
brutal and arbitrary repression. Hence we find the current
party-state leaders, under the pressure of the people, declare
that they need to be concerned with the people’s interests,
and put up a posture of being liberal and open, despite the
fact that their repressiveness is revealed time and again.

Today, on the 20™ anniversary of the 1989 Movement
for Democracy, we put forth the following demands and
continue to struggle for their actualization:

1. The Chinese Communist Party leadership and the State
Council should immediately announce the rehabilitation of
the 1989 Movement for Democracy and the “June 4 incident”,
and recognize that the movement was a peaceful practice of
the rights and freedoms of demonstration, rally, parade and
gathering; the government’s previous characterization of the
1989 Movement as a “riot” should be revoked.

2. The party-state authorities should announce the full list
of victims and casualties during the repression, compensate
the families for their losses, and persecute the officials
responsible for the repression.

3. The party-state authorities should immediately and

unconditionally release all detained dissidents and “political

+ B &k 2009 4B 1 51
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prisoners”, and reinstate their political rights.

4. The one-party dictatorship of the Chinese Communist
Party should be abolished, and power should be returned to
the people for democratic politics to be implemented, for
genuine democracy to be institutionalized, and for the people
to be true master of the country.

5. All officials should be elected by the people in a
democratic way, and should be monitored and recallable. All
citizens should have the rights to vote, to be elected, and to

monitor the authorities. The salaries and remuneration of all

officials should be comparable to ordinary workers, and
corruption, graft and privileges of officials -should be
scrapped.

The struggle to remove social inequalities, poverty and

injustice cannot be separated from the struggle for democratic .

rights. Only when there is institutionalized democracy will
there be happiness and peace for the people.

20 May 2009

Chinese migrant workers under the financial crisis

Qing Yan

With the eruption of the global financial and economic
crisis, China being part of the global capitalist system is also
directly affected. Unemployment becomes a critical issue
with the drop in factory orders. On 2 February 2009, Chen
Xiwen, director of the CCP Rural Work Department, said that
in 2008, among the 1,300 million peasants who have
migrated to the cities for jobs, 15.3%, that is, around 20
million workers, have lost their jobs and returned to their
villages. According to a report by the New China News
Agency, in November 2008 alone, in Henan Province,
returning migrant workers amounted to 60,000 per day, much
higher than past records. There were 21 million migrant
peasant workers in Henan Province, of which 11 million
work outside the Henan Province. Faced with -this grave
situation, the State Council in December 2008 called on the
local authorities to prioritize their support for returning
migrant workers.

Take Guangzhou as example. According to the
Guangzhou Labour Department which conducted a survey of
397 enterprises employing over 260,000 workers in February
2009, in the first quarter, enterprises that recruit workers
comprised only 58.7% of enterprises, compared to 70% a
year ago. The number of workers to be recruited comprising
the total number of workers also fell from 11% in the
previous year to 7.12% this year. According to actual surveys

on 16 occupations, the average monthly wages for unskilled

labour was 1,050 yuan, compared to 1,160 yuan previously.
Up to February, 20.3% of job applicants in Guangzhou were
new job seekers. This year’s graduates in Guangzhou are
330,000. Together with the unemployed graduates from last
year, the official magazine Lookout estimate was over 7
million.(Reuters, Beijing, 10 Jan 2009)

According to Zhou Tianyong, deputy director of the
CCP party School Research Centre, the real urban
unemployment rate in 2009 will rise to about 14%. The ﬁguré
given by the Chinese Social Sciences Academy is 9.4%. The
problem would be hitting very hard on the most
poverty-stricken regions, where unemployed migrant workers
comprise almost 30% of the migrant workers. If the families
were to rely solely on agriculture for their income, their
average annual income could drop over ten times. In 2008,
the per capita annual income of rural households was 4700
yuan, an increase by 8% over the previous year. Much of this
increase came from migrant workers’ jobs. Still this income
is only one-third of an urban resident. It is also foreseen that
with the mass return of peasants to their villages, land
disputes will increase, and the demand for medical services
will also increase. These are factors contributing to further
social instability in China.

15 May 2009
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