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Ai Weiwei should be immediately released unconditionally
Zhang Kai

On 3 April, Ai Weiwei, a human rights defender and a dissident artist, was arrested in Beijing airport. Until 20
May, through Xinhua News Agency, the Chinese authorities stated that based on a primary investigation, Beijing
Fake Cultural Development Limited, a company Ai controlled, evaded taxes and intentionally destroyed accounting
documents. Hence, he was under house arrest (quoted from Ming Po dated 21 May).

These are false allegations and intentional punishment by the authorities. The legal representative of Beijing
Fake Cultural Development Limited is Lu Qing, Ai’s wife. Hence, it should be Lu to be interrogated about tax evasion.
Furthermore, although Ai has his own rights of meeting his spouse, his wife was allowed to visit him only 15 minutes
on 15 May. Liu Xiaoyuan, Ai’s attorney, pointed out that house arrest outside one’s house is illegal. Ai could have his
house arrest in his own legal living place. This is clearly written in the regulations of criminal cases. Liu also
disclosed that Ai was restricted from free communication with the outside world. Furthermore, Liu refuted that legally
speaking, if one goes to the taxation authority to settle tax evasion and to pay penalty fee, he is entitled to go home.

Under the rule of the Chinese bureaucracy, there are numerous wrong cases. Ai is one of the victims. This has
aroused sympathy from outside and inside China. In Europe, several sculpture exhibitions were held to request the
Chinese authorities to release Ai. The editorial of Southern Metropolis Daily, dated 12 May, euphemistically
supported him that “we cannot do it better, so we present 12 iron animals and porcelain melon seeds which symbolize
your condensed life”. Actually, ‘12 animals’ and ‘melon seeds’ are among Ai’s renowned sculptures. The editorial
statement in the website was soon erased. The editor was assigned to another post.

Whenever the Chinese authorities violate the rights of freedom of speech and publication, they claim that
everything is based on the law. This discloses that the authoritative bureaucracy is beyond the law. Chinese people
can indeed enjoy real democracy only if this bureaucracy is removed.

Postscript: On 22 June 2011, partly due to overseas and domestic pressure, the Chinese legal authorities released Ai
on bail, who had been in detention on charges of tax evasion for 81 days. The state media claimed that he was willing
to pay any back taxes and his attitude in confessing his crimes was good. In fact, Ai had suffered physically and
mentally, so he was forced to confess. And, Ai is not the supposed criminal even though the Chinese authorities
declared that the investigation proved that Beijing Fake Cultural Development Limited evaded taxes and intentionally
destioyed accountiniy dOCTIMEIES vums « « swwun s ¢ summans s o sunms s s omnss § SwHvs § V5055 § SRS § § SRINTFHE § 8 § S0 3 1 § DRGNS § LA 2011.6.23

China Should Learn from Japan’s Nuclear Disaster
Jun Xing

On 11 March, following an earthquake and tsunami, Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant exploded. The disaster is
ranked the most serious level, i.e., the seventh level. The surrounding area within 30 kilometers is contaminated by
nuclear radiation. It is not apt for human beings to live there in 20 years. Economic loss was estimated to be over USD
300 billion. This has become the most serious disaster in the history of Japan. Large volumes of radioactive water
were poured into the sea and polluted the ecological environment. The Tokyo Electricity Company optimistically
estimated that nuclear leakage would stop at the end of 2011.

Previously, several serious nuclear disasters happened. For example, Three Mile Island accident of 1979 in
Pennsylvania of the United States; Chernobyl disaster of 1986 in Ukraine, where steam explosion and meltdown led
to the evacuation of 300,000 people and the dispersal of radioactive material across Europe; and in 1999, the disaster
of Tokaimura uranium processing facility in Ibaraki Prefecture of Japan. According to Greenpeace, in-the 57-year
development history of nuclear power, 285 cases were classified no 2 or above in the scale of nuclear accident.

‘Particularly after the Chernobyl disaster, more and more people oppose nuclear development and demand
shutting down nuclear power plants. In 1986, the Chinese government declared to build a nuclear power plant near
Daya Bay. 116 civil organizations joined together to form an alliance. They mobilized hundreds of thousands of
people to sign a petition opposing the nuclear plant. Unfortunately, they failed to stop it. October Review of 1986
published several articles to declare its opposing position (see issues no 113-116, etc.).

The official experts openly guarantee the safety of nuclear energy, but it is not convincing. Wlthm Guangdong
Province, there are already 10 nuclear power plants. Daya Bay nuclear power plant, with a distance of 50 kilometers
from Hong Kong, was found to have a radioactive leak in 2010. According to Wen Hongjun, former director of
Economic Professional Committee of China Nuclear Dynamics Organization, there are two potential risks in the
nuclear industry: one, too many nuclear plants and people do not pay much attention to the operation; second, the
quality of nuclear facility is questionable.

+ HEEm 20114558 134
85



e

S

-rflﬁ'lél

After Japan’s nuclear crisis, lots of people from all over the world have gone to demonstrations. For example, on
26 March, 100,000 people of Berlin demonstrated on the streets. On 30 May, German government declared to close
all nuclear plants by 2022.

All Hong Kong people are close to several nuclear plants in Guangdong province. Once a radioactive leak from
any plant happens, no one can escape. Thus, Hong Kong people should come together to oppose nuclear energy and
request Chinese government to stop the proliferation of nuclear plants. On the other hand, it is necessary to develop
renewable energy such as hydropower, wind power and solar energy.

Nuclear Contamination and Water Crisis
Qing Yan

Nuclear power plants are throughout the whole of Japan. Starting from the 1970s, Japan has adopted capitalist
modernization, industrialization and urbanization which led to an enormous demand of energy. In order to reduce its
dependency on imported oil, Japan built a lot nuclear power plants along its coastal areas. Fukushima, where the
nuclear power plant caused a radioactive leak, is the base of manufacturing electronic chips and automobiles. China,
named as ‘the world factory’ and ranked as the second largest economic entity surpassing Japan, should learn from
Japan’s tragedy.

On 16 March, Wen Jiabao, the Premier of the State Council, stressed that the government should examine rigidly
the existing nuclear power plants, evaluate the new proposal of nuclear projects, formulate the regulation of the safety
of nuclear energy, and improve the middle and long term planning. Before the approval of safety, all nuclear projects
have to be suspended. According to the new statistics by the International Atomic Energy Agency, there are 37
nuclear power plants in progress in Asia, among which China has 26, most of them being situated along the coastal
areas.

According to Wu Libo, researcher of Energy Economy and Strategy Research Center of Fudan University,
nuclear power is only 1.12% of energy consumption of China. In fact, most energy supply comes from thermal power.
Over the past 30 years of implementing the reform and open-door policy, China had speedily promoted market
economy and consumerism which led to an increasing consumption of energy such as coal, crude oil, natural gas and
hydropower. According to the statistics of China Automobile Industry Association, China has become the first largest
automobile market because it has produced 13.791 million cars and it has purchased 13.6448 million cars at the end of
2009. Moreover, in 2007, in every 100 village families, there are 26.1 sets of refrigerators and 8.5 sets of
air-conditioners. Meanwhile, in every 100 urban families, there are 95 sets of refrigerators and air-conditioners.

On the other hand, severe drought has plagued the middle and lower streams of Yangtze River, which aroused a
series of crises such as shortages of grain, electricity and water. On 18 May, Wen Jiabao pointed out that the Three
Gorges Dam has yet to solve problems such as migrants’ stability, ecological environment, and disaster precautions. It
also affects the shipway, irrigation and water supply of the middle and lower streams of Yangtze River. The Working
Plan of Post-Three Gorges Dam Project stated that the total investment for the follow-up is RMB 123.89 billion.
However, some data show that the project has used an investment of RMB 184.9 billion at the end of 2009.

According to the Office of National Precautions of Flooding and Drought, up to mid May, the affected arable
land was 98.12 million mu, mainly in provinces like Hubei, Gangsu, Jiangxi and Hunan. To a certain extent, the
drought was not merely natural disaster. It is because some rivers and lakes were illegally dredged which led to the
degradation of water level. And there are many dams built along the main rivers of provinces like Jiangxi, Hubei and
Hunan. Wang Jingquan, an inspector of the Office of Flooding and Drought Precautions of Yangtze Water Committee,
mentioned that in March and April, the Three Gorges Dam was just mainly for electricity generation. A Lot of water
was used. This made the drought become worse and worse.

The Three Gorges Dam has become profit seeking through generating electricity. Moreover, Three Gorges of
Yangtze Corporation and Yangtze Electricity Company set up Hubei Qingneng Property Group to make more profits
through the speculation of property. They own 100% of shares of 6 real estate companies in. Guangzhou, Hubei,
Beijing and Zhuhai. In a word, Three Gorges of Yangtze Corporation has become a governmental enterprise which is
largely involved in hydropower business and property speculation. ;

In conclusion, if human beings still ignore the problems caused by modernization and the extraction of resources,
and worse still, market economy and consumerism has become the only choice, the next generations will definitely
suffer.
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